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HEBDEN  BRIDGE 


o|>4oh  ToXIo 

HDcMcal  Officer’s  IRepoit 

Hebden  Bridge,  10th  February,  1897. 

Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  report  for  the  year 
1896,  being  my  nineteenth  annual  one,  on  the  state  of  health 
and  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  Urban  Council  District  of 
Hebden  Bridge. 

I estimate  the  population  to  the  middle  of  the  year  to  be 
7,700,  an  increase  of  250  on  that  of  the  previous  year. 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  1896  have  been 
156,  71  of  whom  have  been  males  and  85  females,  giving  an 
annual  birth-rate  of  20*2  per  1000.  The  number  of  births  and 
rate  for  the  year  1895  were  respectively  170  and  22-8  per  1000. 
The  birth-rate,  20 -2  per  1000,  is  not  only  lower  than  that  of  last 
year,  but  it  is  the  lowest  ever  registered  for  the  Hebden  Bridge 
District. 

The  Deaths  recorded  during  the  year  1896  have  been 
107,  viz.,  42  males  and  65  females,  yielding  an  annual  rate  of 
13-8  per  1000,  the  second  lowest  in  nineteen  years.  The  number 
of  deaths  and  rate  for  the  year  1895  were  respectively  105  and 
14  per  1000.  Our  death-rate  for  the  year  should  really  be  14-4 
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per  1000,  as  four  deaths  occurred  in  persons  belonging  to  the 
place,  which  were  registered  in  other  districts.  The  107  deaths 
are  distributed  as  follows  : — Twenty-two  are  those  of  infants 
under  one  year  old,  against  16  in  the  same  class  for  the  year 
1895.  This  infant  mortality,  measured  by  the  proportion  of 
deaths  under  one  year  to  births  registered,  is  equed  to  141  per 
1000.  The  proportion  of  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  to 
every  1000  births  registered  in  the  year  1895  was  94 T per  1000. 
Fourteen  deaths  were  those  of  children  over  one  but  under  five 
years,  against  thirteen  during  the  year  1895.  Thirty-four  were 
the  deaths  of  persons  aged  60  and  upwards,  against  thirty-five  in 
the  previous  year.  Three  deaths  were  registered  without  medical 
certificates  of  the  cause  of  death,  and  inquests  were  held  in  three 
cases,  against  three  uncertified  deaths,  and  three  Coroner’s 
inquiries  for  the  preceding  year.  You  will  observe  that  we  have 
only  107  deaths  for  the  year.  Twenty  years  since,  when  our 
population  was  one  half  of  what  it  is  at  present,  we  had  about 
an  equal  number  of  deaths  yearly.  This  in  itself  will  show  the 
great  advantage  Hebden  Bridge  has  derived  from  the  various 
sanitary  reforms  which  have  taken  place  during  that  period. 


With  regard  to  the  different  causes  of  death,  seven  are 
attributed  to  the  principal  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  typhoid  fever 
3,  and  whooping  cough  4,  equal  to  a rate  of  09  per  1000,  com- 
pared with  two  deaths  and  a zymotic  death-rate  of  02  per  1000  in 
the  previous  year.  Eight  deaths  are  ascribed  to  phthisis,  about 
the  average  number  ; twenty-seven  deaths  are  due  to  inflamma- 
tory lung  diseases,  which  is  very  high  and  has  been  only  exceeded 
once  during  nineteen  years.  Some  of  these  deaths  may  be 
associated  with  influenza,  and  this  is  the  only  way  in  which  I 
can  account  for  so  high  a mortality  from  chest  diseases,  during  a 
winter  which  has  not  been  severe. 


Eight  deaths  arose  from  heart  disease,  also  a little  in  excess 
of  the  average. 

The  leading  features  of  this  year’s  annual  report  are — a low 
birth-rate,  the  lowest  ever  registered  ; an  infant  mortality  higher 
than  usual  ; a low  death-rate,  the  second  lowest  recorded  ; a low 
zymotic  death-rate  ; a continued  decline  in  the  number  of  uncer- 
tified deaths,  and  a very  high  mortality  in  inflammatory  chest 
diseases. 


The  Infectious  Dis  eases  prevailing  in  Hebden  Bridge 
during  the  year  1896  and  reported  to  me  under  the  Notification 
Act  have  been  forty-six,  viz.,  scarlet  fever  30,  t}Tphoid  fever  12, 
membranous  croup  2,  and  erysipelas  2.  The  number  notified 
the  previous  year  was  27. 

Scarlet  Fever  broke  out  in  High-street  on  the  8th  May, 
There  had  not  been  a notified  case  of  this  disease  in  Hebden 
Bridge  since  September  of  the  preceding  year.  It  could  not  be 
traced  to  any  antecedent  one,  and  its  origin  remains  obscure. 
The  disorder  spread  through  the  town  but  was  generally  of  a 
mild  character.  Thirty  cases  were  reported,  ten  of  which  were 
sent  to  the  Fielden  Hospital;  the  remaining  twenty  being  treated 
at  home.  The  last  case  occurred  on  the  9th  September,  when 
the  disease  ceased,  having  lasted  four  months.  There  has  been 
no  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  in  Hebden  Bridge  since  the  year 
1890,  when  there  were  171  cases  and  9 deaths. 


Typhoid  Fever  was  rather  prevalent  during  the  year  1896. 
Twelve  cases  were  reported,  against  eleven  for  the  year  1895. 
Seven  were  in  the  first  quarter,  two  in  the  second,  one  in  the 
third,  and  two  in  the  fourth.  They  were  not  confined  to  any 
particular  portion  of  the  town  but  occurred  in  different  parts,  in 
new  property  as  well  as  old.  Five  of  these  cases  were  sent  to 
the  Infectious  Hospital,  of  whom  one  died,  and  seven  remained 
at  home,  of  whom  three  died.  With  regard  to  the  special  causes 
producing  this  disease  in  Hebden  Bridge,  I am  only  able  to  offer 
an  opinion  as  to  the  probable  origin  of  the  fever  and  cannot  define 
the  exact  conditions  which  have  given  rise  to  it  in  the  different 
localities.  Four  cases  have  happened  in  one  family  connection 
during  different  periods  of  the  year,  and  the  evidence  seems  to 
point  to  infection  as  the  main  factor  in  its  spread  amongst  this 
family.  Three  cases  have  occurred  in  a neighbourhood  where 
there  is  possible  contamination  of  the  common  water  supply  from 
an  open  sewer  on  the  hill  above.  In  two  instances  there  were 
defects  in  house  drainage,  and  for  the  remaining  three  I am  quite 
unable  to  assign  any  probable  reason. 


Whooping’  Cougfil  was  very  prevalent  during  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year,  many  children  being  affected.  The  mortality 
was  low,  four  only  dying. 

Measles. — This  disorder  also  occurred  in  the  beginning  of 
1896,  but  subsided  without  an  outbreak. 
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Influenza,  as  in  preceding  years,  prevailed  extensively 
during  the  months  of  Januaiy,  February  and  March.  No  deaths 
are  however  ascribed  to  it,  but  I have  no  doubt  that  several  of 
the  inflammatory  lung  diseases  which  proved  so  unusually  fatal, 
had  their  origin  with  a preliminary  attack  of  this  insidious 
complaint. 

The  Sanitary  Improvements  effected  in  1896  have  been 
considerable.  New  sewers  have  been  laid  to  the  extent  of  1700 
yards.  The  widening  and  improvements  in  Lower-scout  road 
have  been  completed,  also  the  widening  of  the  footpath  in  King- 
street. 

Building’  Operations  have  surpassed  in  importance  those 
of  any  previous  year.  Fifty-seven  newly-built  houses  have 
become  occupied,  and  there  remained  at  the  close  of  the  year 
sixty-six  others  built  or  in  process  of  building. 

I have  inspected  the  various  bake-houses.  They  are  kept 
in  excellent  order,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  and  are  lime- 
washed  at  fixed  periods. 

The  five  registered  lodging-houses  have  also  received  my 
attention,  and  are  generally  clean  and  in  good  order.  No 
infectious  diseases  have  occurred  in  any  of  them. 


No.  of  Complaints  received  during  the  year 20 

No.  of  Inspections  made 1270 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses  and 

Premises  9 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Diseases  32 

House  Drains  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c., 27 

Trapped  or  Ventilated  13 

Privies  or  Water  Closets  Cleansed,  &c.,  17000 

New  Privies  or  Water  Closets  Provided  81 

Privies  or  Water  Closets  Covered,  &c., 45 

Houses  Supplied  with  Water 159 

No.  of  Lodging-houses  Registered  under  the  35th  Clause 

of  Sanitary  Act,  1866 5 

Removal  of  Accumulations  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water 

Animal  and  other  Refuse — No.  of  Loads 1000 

No.  of  Licensed  Slaughter-houses  Inspected • 8 

Other  Proceedings,  e.g.,  Legal  Proceedings  9 
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I append  to  this  report  Tables  A,  B,  and  C,  as  required  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  and  West  Biding  County  Council, 
with  the  usual  five  tables  presented  by  myself,  and  the  Inspector’s 
report  of  sanitary  work  completed  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedent  Servant, 

J.  LAWSON,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Table  No.  1.-  -Showing  Deaths  from  Seven  Principal  Zymotic 

Diseases  for  Ten  Years. 


Year. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Fevers. 

Diarrhoea, 
Dysentery,  and 
Cholera. 

Total. 

Rate  per  1000 
per  annum. 

1887 

0 

5 

2 

0 

0 

4 

0 

11 

1-9 

1888 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

4 

0-6 

1889 

0 

7 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

14 

2-2 

1890 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

1 

1 

11 

1-6 

1891 

0 

3 

1 

0 

7 

0 

1 

12 

1-8 

1892 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

4 

0*5 

1893 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

2 

1 

7 

1-0 

1894 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

6 

0-8 

1895 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0-2 

1896 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

3 

0 

7 

0-9 
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Table  No.  2 — Showing  Mortality  from  all  Causes  at  subjoined 

Ages  for  Ten  Tears. 


Year. 

Under  1 
Year 

1 and 
under  5 

5 and 
under  15 

15  and 
under  25 

25  and 
under  60 

60  and 
upwards 

Total. 

1887 

30 

19 

6 

12 

29 

38 

134 

1888 

26 

8 

7 

9 

31 

23 

104 

1889 

27 

14 

4 

5 

29 

28 

107 

1890 

19 

13 

3 

2 

31 

39 

107 

1891 

26 

13 

4 

11 

41 

31 

126 

1892 

27 

9 

6 

4 

33 

30 

109 

1893 

22 

9 

0 

4 

17 

32 

84 

1894 

22 

7 

7 

2 

32 

33 

103 

1895 

16 

13 

4 

8 

29 

35 

105 

1896 

22 

14 

6 

4 

27 

34 

107 

Table  No.  3 . — Showing  Estimated  Population,  Birth-rate, 
Death-rate,  and  Number  of  Deaths  under  One  Year,  with 
Bate  per  1000  Births  for  Ten  Years. 


Year. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Birth- 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

Estimated 

Population 

No 

Rate  per 
1000  births 

1887 

30 

178-5 

168 

134 

29-4 

23  5 

5700 

1888 

26 

139-7 

186 

104 

31 

17-3 

6000 

1889 

27 

140-5 

192 

107 

30-7 

17*1 

6250 

1890 

19 

115-8 

164 

107 

25-2 

164 

6500 

1891 

26 

127-4 

204 

126 

30-6 

18-8 

*6658 

1892 

27 

158-8 

170 

109 

25 

16 

6776 

1893 

22 

118-9 

185 

84 

26-4 

12 

7000 

1894 

22 

1341 

164 

103 

22  7 

14-3 

7200 

1895 

16 

94  1 

170 

105 

22-8 

14 

7450 

! 1896 

22 

141-0 

156 

107 

20-2 

13-8 

7700 

* According  to  Census. 
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Table  No.  4 . — Showing  Mortality  from  the  Different  Classes 

of  Disease  for  Ten  Years. 


Causes. 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Smallpox  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  

5 

0 

7 

0 

3 

0 

1 

5 

0 

0 

Scarlatina 

2 

0 

1 

9 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Croup 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

2 

0 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough  

0 

0 

3 

0 

7 

2 

2 

0 

0 

4 

Typhus  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever  

4 

4 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Other  Fevers  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diarhoea  and  Dysentery 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Cholera  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Rheumatic  Fever 

2 

1 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pyoemia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Ague  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Phthisis  ...  

13 

13 

10 

10 

12 

10 

4 

6 

9 

8 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
and  Pleurisy  

21 

23 

15 

19 

44 

18 

16 

17 

23 

27 

Heart 

6 

4 

7 

9 

5 

10 

4 

4 

2 

8 

In j uries  

5 

4 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

6 

2 

3 

Other  Diseases 

76 

54 

58 

56 

51 

60 

48 

64 

65 

52 

Total  

134 

104 

107 

107 

126 

109 

84 

103 

105 
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Table  No.  5.  — Showing  the  Births,  Deaths  from  all  Causes, 
and  from  certain  Special  Causes  in  each  Quarter  of  1896. 


Quarter  ending 

Births. 

Deaths 
from  all 
Causes. 

March  31st 

39 

34 

June  30th 

38 

22 

September  30th 

49 

24 

December  31st 

30 

27 

Total  

156 

107 

Deaths  from 


Seven 

Princip’l 

Zymotic 

Diseases 

Phthisis 

Diseases 

of  Lungs 

Heart 

Disease. 

4 

3 

i 

3 

2 

I 

8 

0 

0 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

9 

3 

7 

8 

27 

8 
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Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1896,  with  the  Population 
and  the  Births  during  the  year. 


Census, 

Registered 

Deaths 

Under 

1 and 

5 and 

15  and 

25  and  65  and 

1891. 

Births. 

all  ages. 

l Year 

under 

5 

under 

15 

under 

25 

under 

65 

up- 

wards 

6,658 

156 

107 

22 

14 

6 

4 

37 

24 

Estimated  Population  to  middle  of  1896 — 7,700. 


Mortality  from  all  Subjoined  Causes. 


Causes. 

Under  5 

Y ears 
of  Age. 

Above  5 
Years 
of  Age. 

Smallpox  . ... 

0 

0 

Scarlatina 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  

0 

0 

Membranous  Croup  

2 

0 

Typhus  Fever  

0 

0 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  

0 

3 

Other  or  Doubtful  Fever  .... 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  

0 

0 

Cholera  

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  

o 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  

0 

0 

Rheumatic  Fever  

0 

0 

Phthisis 

0 

8 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy 

14 

13 

Heart  Disease  

0 

8 

Influenza  

0 

0 

Injuries 

0 

3 

All  other  Diseases  

17 

35 

Total 

36 

71 
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Table  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  during  Year  1896. 


Causes. 

Under  5 
Years 
of  Age. 

Above  5 
Years 
of  Age. 

Smallpox  

0 

0 

Scarlatina 

6 

24 

Diphtheria  

0 

0 

Membranous  Croup  

Q 

0 

Typhus  Fever  

0 

0 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

0 

12 

Other  or  Doubtful  Fevers 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  

0 

0 

Cholera  

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

2 

Number  of  such  Cases  Removed  from  their  Homes  for 
Treatment  in  Isolation  Hospital. 


Scarlatina  10. 


Enteric  or  Tyhoid  Fever  5. 


TABLE  C,  1896 


HEBDEN  BRIDGE  URBAN  COUNCIL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — J.  LAWSON,  M.B. 
Sanitary  Inspector — Mr.  EMMETT  SMITH. 


Water  Supply — 

Quantity — Adequate. 

Quality — Good. 

Action  on  Lead— Slight ; no  lead  poisoning  reported. 

Any  extensions  or  change  during  1896  ? — No. 

Sewerage — 

System — Dual.  Ventilation  by  Manholes. 

Special  flushing  arrangements — Some. 

Extensions  or  improvements  during  1896 — 1700  yards  new  sewers. 


Sewage  Disposal — 

Treatment  adopted — Under  consideration  of  Council. 

Scavenging — 

Are  the  privy  middens,  &c.,  cleansed  by  Sanitary  Staff,  by 
Contractor*,  or  by  Tenants  - Sanitary  Staff. 

Is  the  present  system  satisfactory — Yes. 


Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws,  and  Regulations — 


Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act,  1889— 1st  January,  1890. 


Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890 — 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 — 


29th  Novr., 


1893. 


Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders — 
27th  November,  1889. 
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Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  &c. — 


Common  Lodging  Houses 
Canal  Boats... 

Slaughter  Houses  ... 
Bakehouses... 


No.  Regis-  No.  General  Legal  Pro- 
tered.  Inspected.  Condition,  ceedings  (if  any). 


5 

5 

Good 

79 

79 

Fair 

8 

8 

Satisfactory 

11 

11 

Good 

Dairies  ,..  ...  .1  ...  ...  

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  V 9 9 Satisfactory... 

Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  J 

Offensive  Trades — 

Tripe  Boiling  ...  2 2 Satisfactory... 


Schemes  before  Local  Government  Board — Scheme  for  Sewerage  and 
Outfall  Works,  Redacre,  September,  1895. 

Local  Government  Board  Inquiries — For  Sewage  Outfall,  January,  1896. 


Local  Government  Board  Inspections — Inspection  of  Proposed  Outfall 
Works,  January,  1896. 


Special  Reports — Number  made  by  M.O.H.  during  1896 — None. 
Have  copies  been  forwarded  to  the  County  Council — 

Births — (a)  Number  of  each  Sex — Males  71,  Females  85. 

(b)  Number  Illegitimate,  included  in  the  above — 1. 

(c)  Any  information  as  to  Still-Births —None. 


Deaths—/ a ) Number  of  each  Sex — Males  42,  Females  65. 

(b ) Number  uncertified,  included  in  the  above — 3. 

Death  Returns — 

What  correction  (if  any)  is  made  for  non-residents  dying  within 
the  District — Allowed  for. 

Are  any  Returns  obtained  of  deaths  of  residents  occurring  in 
public  institutions  (Workhouses,  Hospitals,  &c.)  outside  the 
District — No. 


Isolation  Hospital — Any  action  during  1896— No. 


Sanitary  Work  — 

Number  of  Houses  built  during  1896 — 57  newly-built  houses 
occupied. 

House  to  House  Inspection  during  1896 — None. 

Total  number  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1895  — None. 


At  close  of  1896 — None. 


14 


Reported  during  1896 — 105. 

Abated  during  1896—105. 

Total  Number  of  Summonses,  or  other  Legal  Proceedings — None. 
House  Drainage  : Number  of  Sinks  disconnected  during  1896 — 13 
,,  ,,  trapped  ,.  13. 

Closets — 

Number  constructed  during  1896—81.  Kinds — Water  Closets. 

What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following  matters  : 

Houses  unfit  for  Habitation — None.  Overcrowding — None. 

Seizure  of  Unsound  Food — None.  Prosecutions — None. 

Samples  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts — 4.  Prosecutions 
— None. 

River  Pollution — None. 

Smoke  Abatement — Observations  taken  and  Notices  served. 
Workshops — None. 

Schools — None. 

Burial  Grounds — None. 


Bmsance  inspector’s  IReport 


13th  February,  1897. 

Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1896,  being  my 
sixteenth  annual  one  on  the  sanitary  work  carried  out  in  the 
Council’s  district. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  district  at  the  close  of  the  year 
was  1,757,  and  out  of  that  number  977  are  supplied  with  water 
from  the  public  mains,  an  increase  for  the  year  of  159,  which  is 
the  largest  on  record  for  any  single  year,  and  is  equal  to  the 
total  increase  for  the  previous  six  years.  Much  of  this  increase 
may  be  accounted  for  by  the  erection  of  new  property,  but  the 
general  failure  of  private  supplies  during  the  protracted  dry 
weather  of  last  summer  also  played  a part  in  increasing  the 
number  of  consumers. 

Sewerage — There  has  been  a considerable  extension  of  the 
sewerage  system  during  the  year ; about  a mile  of  new  sewers  of 
9 and  12  inches  diameter  having  been  laid  in  different  parts  of 
the  district  where  building  operations  were  either  in  progress  or 
in  contemplation,  but  mainly  on  the  Palace  House,  Hebden,  and 
Savile  Estates. 

House  Drainage — In  the  summary  of  work  appended  to  the 
Medical  Officer’s  Report,  18  house  drains  are  recorded  as  having 
been  repaired  or  cleansed,  and  13  trapped  and  disconnected;  but 
those  numbers  do  not  represent  all  the  work  of  that  character 
which  has  been  carried  out,  for  in  addition  to  them  19  new 
drains  have  been  laid  for  old,  and  91  for  new  houses,  all  having 
proper  disconnecting  arrangements. 


16 


Closets — 81  new  closets  have  been  provided  for  houses 
during  the  year  and  45  repaired  or  rebuilt,  making  the  total 
number  of  closets  in  the  district  1,033  All  the  new  closets  are 
on  the  water  carriage  system,  not  a single  pail  closet  having  been 
provided  for  new  houses ; 62  are  on  the  clean  water  flush 

principal,  and  19  are  automatic  slop  closets. 

Of  the  46  cases  reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  under  the 
Notification  Act,  I removed  15  to  the  hospital  at  Leebottom.  I 
have  also  disinfected  32  houses  and  destroyed  4 sets  of  bedding. 

Four  samples  of  milk  were  purchased  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  transmitted  to  the 
County  Analyst,  who  reported  them  all  to  be  genuine. 

The  common  lodging  houses  have  been  conducted  in  such  a 
manner  that  I have  had  no  reason  to  complain  except  in  one  case 
where  the  lodgers  were  deprived  of  closet  accommodation. 

The  slaughter-houses  and  cowsheds  are  the  same  in  number 
as  in  the  previous  year,  and  they  have  also  been  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

Only  9 notices  have  been  served  for  the  abatement  of 
nuisances.  Calling  the  owners  attention  to  defects  has  generally 
been  sufficient  to  get  them  remedied,  and  even  this  has  not 
always  been  necessary,  for  in  several  instances  my  first  acquaint- 
ance with  defects  have  come  from  the  owners  seeking  my  advice 
as  to  the  best  means  of  remedying  them. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

E.  SMITH, 

Inspector. 


Canal  Boat  IReport. 


January  2nd,  1897. 

Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1896,  as  inspector 
under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  to  the  Todmorden  Rural  and  the 
Hebden  Bridge  Urban  District  Councils. 

The  number  of  boats  inspected  during  the  time  stated  was 
79,  the  total  registered  accommodation  in  the  cabins  as  shown  by 
the  certificates  being  462.  The  number  occupying  the  cabins  at 
the  time  the  inspections  were  made  was  166  men,  39  women, 
and  21  children. 

Five  contraventions  of  the  Acts,  or  the  regulations  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  were  met  with.  One  was  without 
certificate,  but  the  captain  gave  a satisfactory  explanation  for  its 
absence ; three  had  defects  in  the  decks,  which  allowed  water  to 
percolate  through  on  to  the  beds  in  the  cabins  ; one  of  these  has 
already  been  repaired,  and  the  owners  of  the  other  two  have 
written  to  say  that  the  defects  complained  of  will  have  immediate 
attention  ; in  the  fifth  case  the  cabins  appeared  not  to  have  been 
painted  for  more  than  three  years,  and  notice  to  paint  them  was 
served  on  the  owners.  With  these  exceptions  the  boats  were 
found  to  be  in  a very  satisfactory  condition. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


E.  SMITH, 

Inspector. 


